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plant. You know that the nuclear plant at B r ownville, C ooper,
h as h a d f a i r l y l ow r a t i n g s wh e n i t come s t o t h e sa f e t y a n d
opera t i o n o f t h a t p l a n t . An d o f co u r se , wi t h Th r e e Mi l e I s l an d ,
there's been a concentrated effort by our federal government to
make sure all the nuclear plants in this country are safe and
running properly. And so they are .,eeking to improve their
position. Nuclear Management Company, at the current time, runs
eight nu c l e a r pow e r p l an t s f or f i v e di f f er e n t c o mpanies . And
al l t ho s e e i g h t p l an t s a re g e t t i ng a h i gher r at i ng o f saf e t y
f rom t he f e d e r a l g o v er nm en t t ha n C o o p e r i s cu r r e n t l y ge t t i n g .
And NPPD be l i e v e s t ha t t h ey c an sa v e m o ne y b y co n t r a c t i n g ou t t o
another company, a management company, to run that plant. T h is
is the re ason f or LB 1 65. I be lie v e Sen ator Vrtiska has
c i r c u l a t e d so m e h a n d o u t s . I wo u l d a sk y ou t o l o ok a t t h em. I f
you have any questions, we do h ave a couple of amendments.
S enator Vrtiska has prioritized this bill. I tha nk you f o r
t hat . I t h i nk i f we do p a s s t h i s b i l l , i t wi l l ma ke i t e a s i e r
for NPPD to contract management services out at their p lant at
Cooper. Th is bill only affects nuclear power plants. And there
is no guarantee that NPPD will do this. But we think that with
t he p a s s ag e o f t h i s b i l l , i t ' s b a s i c a l l y c l a r i f y i ng l a ng u a g e
t ha t wou l d a l l o w t h i s t o h ap p e n . I f y ou h a v e a ny qu e st i o n s ,
why, I wo u l d b e g l a d t o a n sw e r . Se na t o r Vr t i sk a , y ou ma y ha v e
a ny o f m y r e m a in i ng t i me , i f y o u wa n t i t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Vrtiska,...

SENATOR VRTISKA: Sen a t or . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: .. .about seven minutes.

SENATOR VRTISKA: .. .thank you, Senator Schrock. I just wanted
t o sa y a c ou p l e o f t h i ng s I t h i n k t h a t a r e i mp o r t a n t . Fi r s t o f
all, if you saw the p aper this morning, you understand that
there's been some problems with management at the Cooper Nuclear
Plant, based a lot on the fact they h ave a huge turnover of
management p e op l e d own t h e r e . An d I ' v e t a l k e d m a n y t i m e s wi t h
the board members of the nuclear plant, and they' ve had problems
because of change of management and c hange o f style , a nd it
causes a lot o f unce rtainty about t h e future of the plant.
Cooper is, as Senator Schrock said, located at Brownville,
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